Careful editing has resulted in more economic presentation of information so that there is only a minimal increase in the number of pages in spite of the inclusion of much new material.
This book can justifiably be regarded as an essential on any virologist's bookshelves, for it provides him not only with a wealth of information on individual viruses but also with a standard nomenclature for purposes of communication. Press 1972 There is much of interest in this monograph, of which approximately two-thirds is devoted to practical problems in patients with cervical pain. The clinical picture in cases of cervical disc protrusion and spondylosis (causing brachalgia) is reviewed, and its relationship to age and occupation considered. Whiplash injuries are described, and the proper usage of the term stressed, while a long section deals with one author's views of conservative therapy in cervical pain. Radiological investigation of the spine from physiological and pathological viewpoints is described. Pathological studies include age changes in the cervical spine, and an osteo-archeological investigation suggests that such changes were more severe in individuals living in the period AD 1200-1550 than in modern man. Pathological changes in the spinal nerves in cases of spondylosis are also discussed.
The remaining third of the monograph contains a series of interesting neurophysiological contributions, such as the nerve fibres which signal pain, the mode of action of nociceptors, recordings from human peripheral nerves, correlation of activity of C fibres with pain perception in man, and central pain pathways.
A valuable part of the publication is the account of the discussion which followed each contribution and terminated the symposium. Some of those concerned with the treatment of patients regarded the papers of the physiologists as 'uncontrolled flights into space'. It appeared to the physiologists that frequently the clinicians' examinations and records in cases of cervical pain were not sufficiently detailed to add to physio-logical knowledge-forgetting, perhaps, that the technique of the laboratory has little place in an outpatient clinic. Clearly each group stimulated thought in the other, and both should achieve this in the case of their readers. This excellent book is a collection of fourteen papers, each followed by a penetrating discussion. These papers were read at a small select International Symposium in November 1971.
Broadly, the book deals with the development of immunological responses in embryonic life in various animals and the relationship between these responses and immune deficiency states in man. On the theme of the feetal/maternal relationship there is a review of the role of blocking antibodies and a paper on experimental aspects in rodents. Of interest to clinicians are papers on genetic deficiencies of complement in animals and man, a brief review of defects in immunological development, and papers concerning the treatment of immune deficiency diseases with stem cell concentrates, including Dr H E M Kay's paper on foetal thymus transplantation.
This book is beautifully produced and could profitably be read by both immunologists and pediatricians. It is unfortunate in such a rapidly advancing field that books such as this are so soon out of date. It remains to be seen whether a bold publisher will take the financial plunge and produce a cheap paperback version of this type of book on inexpensive paper. Such a publishing venture would be a great boon to the reader. 
